
 

What are the similarities and differences between the major 
world religions? 
 
Lesson Author: Eileen Wilson 
 
Overview:  

 
Over a 5 to 10-day period, students engage in a gallery walk and complete a graphic 
organizer about world religions. They research and discuss religions in groups, 
present their findings to the class, and work on related assignments. They then create 
and present slideshows based on discussions, reflect individually, and prepare for a 
final assessment using a study guide. As an extension, students read graphic novels 
about different religions and analyze their alignment with respective beliefs. 

 
Objectives: 

Students will be able to: 

1. Identify the three Monotheistic (Abrahamic) Religions 

2. Compare commonalities of the three monotheistic religions. 

3. Assimilate the similarities and differences between the religions of the world 
using a chart. 

4. Students will create a presentation to share their findings with the class in 
small groups. 

 
MI SS Standards: 
 

● 7 – W3.2.1 Identify and describe the core beliefs of major world religions and 
belief systems, including Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, 
Confucianism, Sikhism and Islam. 

● 7 – W3.2.2 Locate the geographical center of major religions and map the 
spread through 1500 CE. 

 
Time Required: 5-10 days 
 
Recommended Grade Level(s): 7th 

 
Preparation & Resources 

● SS070405.edited 
● CHART-World Religions--An Overview 
● CHART KEY.pdf 
● World Religion DBQs 

● StudentInfo-World Religions DBQ 

● Chart Reflection Question 

● GN-World Religions-Festival of lLghts.pdf 

● GN-World Religions- Lesson Learned.pdf 

● STUDY GUIDE WORLD RELIGIONS 

●  World Religions Assessment 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MQROi5kEYZ6ZC1kEiguAcXzWyYwaFkHSTpOpps-Mv_c/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZT6qmZizfCr_7b5ycRAh6xx4AJPdfWWZ3z3Qi3gmn88/edit?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ge9f2Od9OduhpWEJixA4O7Nsr7opy0Kb/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/127nHXU1cRRLaltvMLcQVD9fPCP0G_dKbaBk6hZzbZto/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k9tOAr9pSIQrOIKLoC0xjk4EuRWc4xtwTZPZjn3_7Uw/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tPlImb8YYr2swVf2Vr_DIPXHQB81IKva_fGe7SaLSzU/edit?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kMnQLM7N05dSzNnsvKOgNqerVJGSAVHg/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17zdR0P_7cieltDhlGMxd1oyhPmCulfq8/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tRdgb_OmM4_Thrqudt1OlOiPyFtxjI8z6C4Y-u0iWGk/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yzTW3EBr7fr9IGT0he2PpBuC054TTmKr7edbEP9CvzU/edit?usp=share_link


● KEY--World Religions Assessment 
 

Procedure: 
1. Engage – Day 1 

a. Complete a small group gallery walk with the students 
Teacher Toolkit: Gallery Walk 

i. CHART-World Religions--An Overview 
b. Students will use some prior knowledge to complete the column on the graphic 

organizer in which they started their gallery walk  

2. Explore – Day 2 
a. Students will continue working in groups using theBackground-World 

Religions(1).pdf  to complete the graphic organizer 
b. Students will also refer to their text and other resources to finalize their 

column. 

3. Explain – Day 3-4 

a. Teachers will facilitate discussions of each of the religions as the students 
present their findings to the class. This will make sure that the students 
acquire the correct information.  (Formative Assessment) 

b. Students will work in groups to complete the DBQs  

World Religion DBQs 

StudentInfo-World Religions DBQ 

4. Elaborate – Day 5-6 
a. Students will create a slideshow of their religion using the additional 

information gathered through the discussion.  A rubric will be provided.  

Wilson-"World Religion Slide Show Project 

b. Slideshows will be presented to the class.   (Formative Assessment) 

5. Evaluate – Day 7-9 
a. Students will complete the reflection chart independently 

Chart Reflection Question  (Formative Assessment) 
b. Students will be given a review to assist in their preparation for the 

assessment. 
STUDY GUIDE WORLD RELIGIONS 

c. Assessment (Summative Assessment) 
 World Religions Assessment 

KEY--World Religions Assessment 

6. Extension – Day 10 
a. Students will read one of the graphic novels. 

GN-World Religions-Festival of lLghts.pdf 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wttq-Y04ErTNg5zlO_ZWyKeSv1avwJ2ZfaUxnXq1z8A/edit?usp=share_link
https://youtu.be/ElVO7RWAxa4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZT6qmZizfCr_7b5ycRAh6xx4AJPdfWWZ3z3Qi3gmn88/edit?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IIdemV271qSAnT4KcJnvu5O4AHgDk1Jp/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IIdemV271qSAnT4KcJnvu5O4AHgDk1Jp/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/127nHXU1cRRLaltvMLcQVD9fPCP0G_dKbaBk6hZzbZto/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k9tOAr9pSIQrOIKLoC0xjk4EuRWc4xtwTZPZjn3_7Uw/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lMTSuqZnKlf3jq6i3Zp8UVSejnb2nNDcDdHESjtyWTk/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tPlImb8YYr2swVf2Vr_DIPXHQB81IKva_fGe7SaLSzU/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tRdgb_OmM4_Thrqudt1OlOiPyFtxjI8z6C4Y-u0iWGk/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yzTW3EBr7fr9IGT0he2PpBuC054TTmKr7edbEP9CvzU/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wttq-Y04ErTNg5zlO_ZWyKeSv1avwJ2ZfaUxnXq1z8A/edit?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kMnQLM7N05dSzNnsvKOgNqerVJGSAVHg/view?usp=share_link


GN-World Religions- Lesson Learned.pdf 
b. Students will explain how the graphic novel supports the beliefs of the religion 

to which it pertains. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17zdR0P_7cieltDhlGMxd1oyhPmCulfq8/view?usp=share_link

