Abrahamic Religions, More Alike Than You May Think

Author: Tonya Wells
Overview:

This lesson will present the basic tenets of three Abrahamic religions, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. It will encourage students to find the differences, but more
importantly, similarities between the three religions.

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

identify and describe the basic tenets of the three Abrahamic world religions
identify differences between the three Abrahamic religions

identify similarities between the three Abrahamic religions

deduce that there are many similarities between the three religions

MI SS Standards:

7 — W3.2.1 Identify and describe the core beliefs of major world religions and belief
systems.

Time Required: 2 to 3 class periods

Recommended Grade Level: 7

Materials:
e Three Abrahamic Religions Chart (1 copy per student)
e Teacher's Key to Three Abrahamic Religions chart
e Religion Essay Planning Graphic Organizer (1 copy per student)
e pencils
e chart paper (1 piece per 3 to 4 students)
Resources:
e 3 Abrahamic Religions graphic organizer packet
e Abrahamic Religions Slideshow
e Abrahamic Religions Venn Diagram
e Abrahamic Religions One Pager Project Outline & Rubric
e Judaism overview
e Christianity overview
e |slam overview
Procedure:

1. Ask students to name religions around the world. List them on the board. Ensure that
they identify Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Tell students that we will be focusing on


https://docs.google.com/document/d/13slyOfcRwNP1Uv1-0ZkegsgzrpTMrPfXbmOEPtwu3a0/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AyWnthOXzzb3jqYy6o3PrXPtaKTRctUYcnyJqZ4HOco/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u9cd3W49HkHEqCbx2sK743d6ixLOw_WCz9vrpQj4IaA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17tjS7U8mYYEMqivzrjmb01LRXfY93yLD/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I9D81ZJ1MhqpY1P5Dr41dxYHWiAq8V9w/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZpTu3Wcf76ie-IxoV8PA7Zv4dutNYtie/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dxVAlW8zB0HV8OVENBHhzWqKtFb5RpJN/view?usp=share_li%20nk
https://www.history.com/topics/religion/judaism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/summary/Islam

those three.

2. Give each student a copy of the Three Abrahamic Religions chart or post an electronic
copy on Google Classroom. Explain that as they watch the videos, they will record the
important information.

(Some students at this age may have difficulty understanding what is important. |
suggest stopping the videos when important info is presented to ensure students
record that information.)

3. As awhole class, watch and discuss this video on Judaism, What is Judaism? Tell
students to write down the important points as they are watching using the chart.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VAylWxDQfk&=228s (17 minutes)

Ensure students recognize that Judaism includes

e an Abrahamic and monotheistic religion
belief in supernatural

moral responsibility

prophets

scriptures/holy book

central theme of promoting peace

Please refer to the key for all the important information students will need.

4. As awhole class, watch and discuss this video on Christianity, Christianity from
Judaism to Constantine. Tell students to write down the important points as they are
watching using the chart.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY (11 minutes)
Ensure students recognize that Christianity includes
e an an Abrahamic and monotheistic religion

belief in supernatural

moral responsibility

prophets

scripture/holy book

central theme of promoting peace

Please refer to the key for all the important information students will need.

5. As a whole class, watch and discuss this video on Islam as a whole class, Islam
Explained. Tell students to write down the important points as they are watching using
the chart .


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VAylWxDQfk&t=228s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG55ErfdaeY

https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIvEymU-S40&t=313s (23 minutes)
Ensure students recognize that Islam includes

an Abrahamic and monotheistic religion

belief in supernatural

moral responsibility

prophets

scriptures/holy book

central theme of promoting peace

Please refer to the key for all the important information students will need.

6. After watching, discussing, and recording the important ideas from all three videos, put
students in small groups. Give each group a piece of chart paper. Have them
complete the Abrahamic Religions Venn Diagram. Then fill in the info from their Three
Abrahamic World Religion worksheet.

7. Lastly, have each group present their Venn diagrams. Highlight that there are many
similarities.

Extension Activity:

Have students write an argumentative essay to show there are more similarities than
differences between the three Abrahamic religions. Use the graphic organizer to create the

essay.

Evaluation:

Evaluation will be done by reviewing the Three Abrahamic Religion charts and the
Venn diagrams. The focus will be on student recognizing all the similarities including
that all three religions are monotheistic,

Abrahamic and monotheistic religion
belief in supernatural

moral responsibility

prophets

scriptures/holy book

central theme of promoting peace


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlvEymU-S4o&t=313s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZpTu3Wcf76ie-IxoV8PA7Zv4dutNYtie/view?usp=share_link

Three Abrahamic World Religions
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at the mos




Essay Planning Graphic Organizer

Plan your essay using this graphic organizer.

Thesis (topic and stance)

Why? Because...

Reason #1

Example

Explanation (Why? How? So what?)

Reason #2

Example

Explanation: (Why? How? So what?)

What is the counter claim?

Counter claim




Example

Explanation:

Conclusion: (Don’t forget to restate your thesis in a new way!)




Three Abrahamic World Religions
Directions: Fill in the chart as you watch the videos.

Date started

Belief System | Name of Deity | Founder - Sacred |Leadership | Basic Beliefs
Name Location of Text

origin -

Date started
Judaism
Belief System | Name of Deity |Founder - Sacred | Leadershi | Basic Beliefs
Name Location of Text P

origin

Christianity




Belief System
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Location of
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P
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